
The LHA 2023 Annual Conference
June 11th – 15th, Folsom, California

Our Conference this year was outstanding in every 
regard, from the terrific speakers and entertainment, 
great tours, to the good food and a fine venue. Add 
all this to the opportunity to share the week with old 

and new friends and you have the perfect recipe for a 
very successful event. Congratulations to the California 
Chapter and everyone connected with the event planning 
and execution. It set a high bar for future events.

 President’s Message
By Kay Shelton Kozak

L

If you are reading 
this, thank you for 
your interest in the 
Lincoln Highway 
Association! If this is 
your copy, thank you 
very much for being 
a member and your 
continued support. If 

you are reading someone else’s copy and you are not 
yet a member, please consider joining. 

Thanks also to all of you who attended the LHA’s 
Annual Conference in Folsom, California. For those 
present, you know what an action-packed experience 
that was, including getting soaked in a rainstorm 
on the Donner Summit Bridge. That mountain 
rain gave everyone a little taste of early travel before 
today’s comfortable vehicles with roofs and windows 
protecting us from the outdoors. At the Annual 
Membership Meeting in Folsom, those present voted 
to pass some important updates to our LHA Bylaws. 
Some of the updates included taking the LHA’s 
Statement of Purpose found on the inside covers of 
The Forum, updating it, and incorporating it into 
the bylaws so that we strive to meet our Statement of 
Purpose. One addition to the Statement of Purpose 
is that the LHA will work towards better state and 
federal recognition of the Lincoln Highway. That 
Statement of Purpose will serve to help shape the 
direction and focus of the LHA into the future, 
especially its Board and Committees.

Additionally, the updated bylaws should make it 
easier for LHA members who live in states that do 
not have the Lincoln Highway going through it to 
form new chapters, such as Michigan, Virginia, and 
Florida. Also, for LHA members who live in rather 
geographically large states such as Pennsylvania 

where the distance may be a challenge to organize 
activities, it should be easier to form local chapters 
within the state chapters. In other words, a group of 
LHA members who live closer to each other on one 
side of a large state are encouraged to organize into 
a local chapter under the auspices of the state chapter 
under the updated bylaws. Another update is that 
current state chapters and any new state and local 
chapters that form need to submit their bylaws for 
the assistance and final approval by the LHA Board 
of Directors. The Board of Directors hopes that the 
changes to the bylaws will make it easier to encourage 
active participation in new places along and outside 
the Lincoln Highway. David Allen was the Chair of 
the Bylaws Committee, and we greatly appreciate 
the efforts of the Bylaws Committee members. I 
appreciate the work the Board of Directors did to 
prepare the finished version for presentation at our 
Annual Membership Meeting in Folsom. 

Lastly, one special group of people fostering the 
continuation of the Lincoln Highway Association 
is our Life Members. If you are a Life Member, 
thank you for your outstanding show of your 
support and demonstrating your confidence in the 
long-term existence and continued activities of our 
LHA. Sometime this fall after the traveling and 
driving season slows down, I hope to organize a 
series of informal group round-table discussions 
for all Life Members via a telephone conference 
(for those without computers) and Zoom (for those 
with computers). We have over one hundred active 
Life Members, which is too large for one discussion 
group so the plan is for holding a series of smaller 
group discussions. If you are a Life Member, please 
watch your e-mail or regular mail later this fall for 
information about when and how to join a small 
group discussion by phone or computer.
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Remember to renew your membership  
so you don’t miss any issues of

The Lincoln Highway Forum
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Fenton’s Ice Cream – Then.

We stopped again on some of the original ‘Highway 40’ concrete 
section, just west of the Yolo Causeway.

We lunched at the historic Fenton’s Ice Cream Factory,  
now a Parlor and Eatery.

We entered Sacramento via the iconic Tower Bridge.

We stopped at the Milk Farm sign in Dixon. A little drive further, after passing the State Capital  
we arrived at Folsom...
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We started at the Lincoln Park Colored Tiled Steps instead  
of the Western Terminus due to a bicycle event, which kept  

us from visiting the Legion of Honor area.  

We drove through the city with its diverse architecture, then 
crossed the SF Bay on “today’s” Lincoln Highway (Highway 80)...

with a stop at the Berkeley Pier.  

 We stopped and wandered to the School Street Bridge in 
Vacaville, and learned about the Lincoln Highway alignment and 

the history of the schoolhouses on the hill.

fter passin  the ast a  refineries  e ro e thro h  
Vallejo and witnessed the numerous Highway 40 sponsored 

signs seen on almost every block.

In Rockville, we did a touch-and-go drive-by at  
the Rockville Roadhouse – a prominent establishment on the 

Lincoln Highway back in the day.

Day one, June 11, Sunday, Drive Tour & Dinner 
e opene  the e ent ith a a l il er i e  ri e o r alon  

the 1928 California Central Valley Route of the Lincoln Highway 
on to Folsom, California.
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  Day two, 12 June, Monday, Bus Tour 1 
Bus Tour on the 1913 Sierra Nevada Southern Route LH 

Alignment via Echo Summit, South Lake Tahoe to Cave Rock.

Tight route on Forni Road crossing 1914 Weber Creek Bridge.

Stop at Sportsman’s Hall – Way and Pony Express Station

Another stop at Bridal Veil Falls.

This was our lunch stop at Echo Summit.

r final stop  a e oc  e a a
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On to our Host Hotel, the Hampton Inn.

Lots of food was on hand to keep us all full!

The Sunday meeting hall and dining area.

After some introductions and thank yous from our Lincoln 
i h a  ssociation lea ers an  olsom o ernment officials

We were entertained by Johnny Cash’s nephew Mark Allen Cash. 
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We pressed on through the town of Auburn –

and then through the town of Colfax.

We arrived at Donner Summit and walked out to the historic  
railroad tunnel from years past.

The spectacular view looking down at Donner Lake and the 
Rainbow Bridge just moments before the clouds let loose.

While the group gathered on the bridge, I, the photographer, 
scrambled to set up the camera on a tripod, while the group got 
wet, for a long distance shot as the rains started to pour down.

LHA Forum Summer 202327

Due to the road being closed, the plan was for the group to walk to the 
Rainbow Bridge for a photo opportunity that the California Conference 

Committee had planned for. Then came the threat of rain.

We enjoyed an educational talk at Cave Rock  
from Nevada Director Jim Bonar.

After the tour we patronized the Folsom City Mayor’s  
restaurant  – the Sutter Street Taqueria.

r first stop as at the recentl  reb ilt ol  ree  ri e

DAY THREE, June 13, Wednesday Bus Tour 2 Bus Tour 2 took the group on the  
orthern ierra e a a li nment o er onner ass  ro p photo at phir oa  on ment

Then we stopped at the Ophir Road LH Monument.

LHA Forum Summer 202326

Pioneer Monument, Donner Memorial State Park
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The Drive Tour West on the 1913 Central Valley Route 
Here we are on Old Bass Lake Road.

e stoppe  at the l  ro e o se

At the Banta Inn.

n  a stop at the mmit ara e

DAY FIVE, June 15, Thursday,  
LHA Member Meeting and Drive Tour West 

Kay Shelton Kozak and Jerry Peppers brought everyone up to speed.
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We stopped at the Lincoln Shopping Center.

LHA Forum Summer 202328

Moe Mohanna’s Event Facility.

Our outstanding banquet dining and awards room.

Moe Mohanna receiving Friend of the Highway award.

ro p photo at an et inner

DAY FOUR, June 14, Wed., Meeting, Seminars & Banquet 
The Annual Election/Board Meeting was held in the morning 

with the state directors. Very productive with positive 
accomplishments.

i e presentations fille  a pac e  room ith er  interestin  
content, all revolving around the California Lincoln Highway 

alignments and history thereof.
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top at the arte ara e

e athere  for a final ro p photo at the estern ermin s  p m

Our group at the Palace of Fine Arts, San Francisco.

Approaching San Francisco.

Stop at the last rural barn on the Western Route.

Annual Reports
Annual Report LHA President
Kay Shelton Kozak

I almost hesitate to write down everything I did in the 
past year, because that may discourage others from wanting 
to take the position in the future. I do want to mention 
that this (and other positions in the LHA) is an unpaid 
position. Although the LHA has some fixed costs with 
producing The Forum, brochures, and our merchandise, 
the LHA is an otherwise all-volunteer organization. Here is 
a brief list of my activities for the past year:

1. I responded to approximately 200 e-mailed inquiries 
from the public, non-LHA members. Most inquiries 
from the public come to HQ@lincolnhighwayassoc.
org, and most of the questions are from people wanting 
help planning their trips on the Lincoln Highway. The 
manager at the Lincoln Highway Interpretive Center in 
Franklin Grove, Illinois does not work year round and 
works two days a week, so e-mail sent to the HQ account 
get assigned to the president (along with any e-mail to 
states if they do not have a director). 

2. I responded to approximately 500 e-mail messages 
from people within the LHA, mostly from other 
officers, directors, and/or committee members.

3. I served on the Awards Committee and the 
Marketing Committee.

4. I serve as an unofficial liaison to the organization 
Farming Heritage, which is the non-profit organization 
owner of the H. I. Lincoln Building in Franklin Grove, 
which houses the Lincoln Highway Interpretive Center. 

5. I am now one of the volunteers at the Lincoln 
Highway Interpretive Center in Franklin Grove on 
Thursdays and Fridays. The building closes during the 
winter but it re-opened on April 1st and it will be open 
through early December. Volunteering includes greeting 
visitors, cashiering, and basic cleaning, including chasing 
spiders and scrubbing the toilet. Anyone else interested in 
volunteering at the Interpretive Center is welcome to help, 
but I promise others do not have to scrub the toilet!

6. I wrote President’s Messages for each quarterly 
issue of The Forum. I am also one of the proofreaders, 
but Elliot Ofsowitz does the best proofreading of the 
issues before they go to print.

7. I led quarterly Zoom meeting of the LHA Board 
of Directors, and the annual Board Meeting and 
Membership Meeting at the Annual Conference.

8. I attended the Preserving the Historic Road 
International Conference in Portland, Oregon in 
September of 2022. I funded my attendance, not the 
LHA. Please see: historicroads.org.

9. I completed online training on historic road 
preservation through the National Preservation 
Institute. I funded the training, not the LHA. 

10. I met with representatives of Scenic America 
several times via Zoom. Scenic America is a Washington, 
D. C.-based organization interested in the Lincoln 
Highway attaining greater federal byway recognition. 

11. I continued to organize boxes of LHA materials 
compiled and held at the Lincoln Highway Interpretive 
Center, as well as organizing Lincoln Highway related 
materials from four deceased LHA members received 
through their relatives.

LHA Treasurer Annual Report
John Jackson

Following is an account of my activities during the 
previous twelve months:
 • Served as National Treasurer collecting dues, 

preparing !nancial reports, regulatory work.
 • Performed Treasury duties at the 2022 Joliet Annual 

Conference and provided guidance to the California 
State Chapter Committee relating to the 2023 
Folsom Annual Conference.

 • Directed Association funds into high-interest paying 
CD and Money Market accounts.

 • Administered the State Chapter Dues Stimulus 
program.

 • Provided input to the Bylaws Committee regarding 
major revisions in this reference document.

 • Provided guidance and training to Jeff Lotze relative 
to his assumption of the LHA Treasurer position in 
July, 2023

 • Designed and managed two successful campaigns to 
recover lagging Membership Dues renewals which 
resulted in signi!cant revenue generation.

 • Guided the transition of the Franklin Grove 
recordkeeping from national to state chapter 
management.

 • Interfaced with Babcox Media, a public relations 
!rm, that is putting together a promotional video 
featuring the Lincoln Highway for Internet display 
and presentation at a large automotive convention in 
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